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It is because if the labor [of making the offerings] should get too 
difficult for the men of a given father’s house, they should be able 
to rely on them [T. Ta. 2:2Q]. 


The members of the father’s house [are] not [permitted to drink 
wine] either by day or by night [during the time of their service] 
[M. 2:11H], 


because they are perpetually engaged in the sacrificial service 
[T.Ta. 2:3]. 


[E] Members of the priestly watch and members of the public 
delegation are prohibited to get a haircut and to wash their 
clothes. But on Thursday they are permitted to do so, because 
of the honor owing to the Sabbath [M. 2:1I/I-K]. 


[F] Lo, on all other days they are forbidden. 


[G] R. Yosé, R. Abbahu in the name of R. Yohanan, R. Abun, R. Yosé 
in the name of Hezekiah: “They made this decree in their regard so 
that they should not enter the Sabbath in a disgraceful state.” 


There we have learned: These are the ones who may get a haircut 
on the intermediate days of a festival: He who comes home from 
overseas or from captivity, and he who goes forth from prison, and 
he who had been excommunicated but at that time had been 
released from the ban by sages [M. M. Q. 3:1J. 


Lo. all other persons [apart from those listed at M. 3:1] are forbidden 
to get haircuts. 


Said R. Simon, “They made such a decree for them so that they should 
not enter the festal season in an unkempt appearance.” 


It has been taught [in the Tosefta’s version]: Whoever knows for 
sure his priestly watch and his father’s house, ant who belongs to a 
father’s house which has a fixed day, is prohibited [to drink wine, 
M. 2:11H] only on that day. 


Whoever knows priestly watch but does not know his father’s 
house and who belongs to a father’s house on a fixed day, is 
prohibited for the entire week [in which his father’s house’s 
serving]. 


Whoever does not know either his priestly watch or his father’s 
house, and who belongs to a father’s house which serves on a fixed 
day, is prohibited for an entire month. 


